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Installation of Exterior Light Fixture 
Support Pole Bases
The installation of exterior light fixture support pole bases shall be subject to the following conditions as 
well as all other City regulations including but not limited to Planning requirements:

• For light poles measuring 25’ or 
less from surrounding grade to 
the top of the pole:

1. Electrical permit and inspection is required. The installation 
shall comply with all provisions of the California Electrical 
Code and all applicable regulations.

2. Plans showing the foundation for the pole and the 
connection of the pole to the foundation are required.

3. The foundation/connection shall be designed by a 
California Licensed Civil or Structural Engineer or Electrical 
Contractor. Plans which match current City of San Jose 
Public Works Department standard details may be 
submitted in lieu of engineered plans.

4. A copy of the foundation/connection design shall be 
submitted with each permit application for permit issuance 
and project records.

5. A separate Building Permit for foundation/connection 
is not required. However, the installation shall comply 
with submitted design, California Building Code, and all 
applicable regulations.

• For light poles exceeding 25’ in 
height above surrounding grade:

1. Electrical permit and inspection is required. The installation 
shall comply with all provisions of the California Electrical 
Code and all applicable regulations.

2. Plans showing the foundation for the pole and the 
connection of the pole to the foundation are required. 
Structural calculations shall be included.

3. The foundation/connection shall be designed, stamped 
and signed by a Civil or Structural Engineer licensed in the 
State of California. Plans which match current City of San 
Jose Public Works Department standard details may be 
submitted in lieu of engineered plans.

4. Building plan review, permit and inspection is required. The 
installation shall comply with engineering design, California 
Building Code and all applicable regulations.

5. A copy of the foundation/connection design shall be 
submitted with each permit application for permit issuance 
and project record.

REFERENCE
California Building Code 
(CBC) 
California Electrical Code 
(CEC) 
Installations must conform 
to these codes.

Permits and Inspections
 � Help keep your property safe 
 � Help assure the quality 
of your remodeling 
investment

 � Are required by law

We’ll answer your  
questions about permits. 

Contestaremos sus  
preguntas referente a 
permisos en Español. 

Chúng tôi sẽ trả lời  
thắc mắc về giấy phép của  

quý vị bằng tiếng Việt.
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San José Permit Center 
San José City Hall 
200 E. Santa Clara St. 
San José, CA  95113 
408-535-3555
www.sanjoseca.gov/building


